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The Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE) recognises the importance of the European Research
Area (ERA) Act in working towards a single, borderless market for EU research, innovation, and
technology, where researchers, knowledge and ideas can move freely, and collaboration,
competitiveness and excellence are fostered. We also support the efforts of the European
Commission to address the challenges of the ERA with its consultation. Below, ISE summarises
its most important observations and recommendations related to the topic.

Proposed changes to improve the ERA Act

Goal 1 - Reaching the 3% GDP target:

- Further effort needed to balance inequalities: Closing EU’s innovation gap with its global
competitors and thus increasing R&D intensity of Member States (MS) is not only beneficial for
socioeconomic progress and the competitiveness of the EU but also for political stability in the
continent. However, setting R&D intensity targets and fostering private R&D investments will not
solve the existing disparities due to the large inequalities in the size of the GDPs of the different
MSs and in the amount of private R&D investments in them. Therefore, further targeted measures
are necessary such as improved widening measures, more actions to strengthen R&I
investments and especially various synergies across European programmes including
strategic use of the Cohesion/Structural funds to build excellence hubs and improve the R&l
landscape in widening countries.

- Ring-fenced and strictly controlled Framework Programme 10 (FP10) with a sustainable
and standalone budget of €220 billion is needed to encourage bottom-up approaches and
ensure long-term continuity and impact.

- Submission, evaluation, selection, implementation, approval and final evaluation of grants (FP10,
Cohesion/Structural Funds, etc.) should be strictly controlled and external, unbiased and
transparent monitoring, and accountability mechanisms are needed to ensure more
efficient use of the funds (e.g. via RelCO, embedded in the European Semester process).

Goal 2 - Greater alignment of R&l investments, policies and programmes

- Improved coordination, synergies and prioritisation of the R&I policies across European
programmes (e.g. Horizon Europe and the Cohesion/Structural funds), between MS and regions,
between MS national strategies and national contexts is needed.

- ERA Act should fully cover all dimensions of the European Research Career Framework;
should resolve the fragmentation between separate legislative initiatives (such as the ERA Act
and the Innovation Act); and integrate education policy and related EU structures. Accordingly,
this challenge should not be addressed through increased directionality or concentration of
resources on narrowly defined priorities. Instead, it calls for a policy approach that combines
system-level coordination with independent, bottom-up funding instruments.
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- The ERA Act should ensure a self-standing EU FP10 for R&l, in which all components are
determined and managed by the FP itself. This is essential to benefit researchers, innovators
and society in Europe.

- Stronger involvement of European Science Associations as stakeholders in discussions
related to R&D, R&l policies and programmes is necessary.

Goal 3 - Freedom of scientific research

- Clear definition of academic freedom (or its various forms) and adequate, external and
unbiased EU-level monitoring system, as well as training are needed to maintain academic
freedom and institutional autonomy. The ERA Act should ensure uniform, legally binding
protection of academic freedom across the EU, with clear rights and obligations for researchers
and institutions, supported by effective compliance mechanisms.

- Precarity of research careers must be urgently addressed as it discourages talent to even
start an academic career, and undermines the real independence, academic and creative
freedom of researchers. Decisions should use data by RelCO and consider solutions like setting
targets for the percentage of permanent positions in RPOs or ensuring tenure-track research
career initiatives within the EU.

- It is necessary to support and strengthen initiatives like Coalition of Advancing Research
Assessment aiming at sustainable changes in research culture that foster qualitative research
assessment, creativity, integrity, and sustainable research careers across Europe.

Goal 4 - Gender equality

- Legally binding requirements, increased accountability and strict external monitoring of the
realisation of the implementation of gender equality plans (GEPs) should be key priorities
not only for the public but also for other research-related institutions (e.g. private companies).
GEPs should also include regular internal monitoring of equity, diversity, inclusion and belonging
in the institutional research culture.

- Barriers caused by parental or other caring responsibilities should be overcome by special
mechanisms supporting families, tailored grant schemes or programmes to support early- to
mid-career researchers with their caring duties and helping them to be able to continue their
scientific careers.

Goal 5 - Researchers’ careers and mobility

- Simplified and more consistent mutual recognition of scientific degrees (MSc, PhD,
habilitation) are needed. Career transparency should also be enhanced through the recognition
and use of R1-R4 profiles for national and international career structures for all research
vacancies.

- Visa, residence permit, and travel limitations should be addressed preferably with EU-wide
Regulations and other measures for non-EU researchers.

- PhD candidates (and other researchers at all career stages) must have the same level of social
security benefits and legal status as other workers within the EU.
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- Further EU-wide measures (e.g. EU-wide Secondary Publication Right /SPR/ and a mandatory
research exception to EU copyright rules, support for diamond publishing model, investment and
support for interoperable and open infrastructures) need to be taken to reach breakthroughs and
overcome the barriers of making European research really open access.

Goal 6 - Free circulation of scientific knowledge

Goal 7 - European Research Infrastructure Consortia (ERIC)
- Further support and more advertisement is needed for ERIC.
Goal 8 - Knowledge valorisation

- Prioritisation of knowledge valorisation by MS, its recognition in academic careers, as well as
training and professional support offered to researchers about intellectual property rights
and knowledge valorisation should be implemented. Intersectoral mobility schemes with
guaranteed rights to return would also enhance knowledge valorisation.

Goal 9 - Artificial intelligence (Al) in research.

- An independent EU-based (virtual) institute dedicated to Al and Al in research (including
detection of Al-misuse) should be established.

Goal 10 - Research security

- A proportionate, risk-based and balanced approach (ensuring openness to collaboration
while safeguarding EU strategic interests, critical technologies and ethical standards) is needed
to address challenges in research security.

- Training and knowledge-exchange is needed to address lack of awareness among researchers
on topics like cyber security (protecting knowledge under development in order not to leak to CHI
etc.), yet ensuring open science.

ISE is ready to collaborate with policy makers in the Council, the European Parliament, and the
European Commission to discuss and further improve the ERA Act in the coming months.

Contacts:

Katalin Solymosi — ISE WG FP10, katalin.solymosi@ttk.elte.hu

Carolina Varela — ISE WG FP10, admin@icorsa.org

Karin Metzlaff — ISE Vice-President & chair WG FP10, Karin.Metzlaff@epsomail.org

About ISE: The Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE) is an independent platform of European Learned
Societies and Research Organizations supporting all fields of science at a European level to engage in
European science strategies and policies. http://initiative-se.eu
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ISE Annex on Boost collaborative basic research in HE and FP10 V3, 15.1.2025
ISE Working Group FP10
EC Heitor HLG Report on HE ‘Align, act, accelerate — Research, technology and
innovation to boost European competitiveness’, 16.10.2024
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